
 

 

1. My Song is Love Unknown 
 

  
Text: Public domain 

Tune: © John Ireland Trust 
Author: Samuel Crossman  
Tune: John N. Ireland 
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Romans 5:8-11 (ESV) 
 

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.  
 
Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, 
much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of 
God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  
 
More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. 
 

 

2 Peter 1:16–19 (NIV) 
 

For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we 
told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  

He received honor and glory from God the Father when 
the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, 
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  

We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven 
when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 

We also have the prophetic message as something 
completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention 
to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 
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No Story So Divine 
“What’s your story?” How many times have you been asked 
to tell the account of your life’s story? Do you romanticize 
parts and play up the positive? Do you skip the gory details 
and omit the depressing? We are subjected to stories every 
day: while talking with others, scrolling social media, 
listening to the news, reading a book, watching TV, etc., etc. 

If you’ve ever been in a situation involving a child and a 
favorite book, you know the monotonous motion of 
reading that story—not once—but many, many, many times 
(even to the point where both of you can recite it from 
memory)! Perhaps you have a favorite book or story that 
delights or excites you? 

I grew up learning songs and Bible stories telling of my 
Savior’s love to me. However, it was not until my husband 
began courting me in college that my heart understood in 
part the unconditional love of my Lord. When I behave like 
a loveless human being, my husband shows me grace—
time and time again. 

Even though I do not deserve the indescribable love of 
Christ, His story defines who I am: a reconciled child of God 
who, through the waters of Holy Baptism, received a 
crown of life. He pursues me the way a Prince in a fairytale 
fights for the princess. True Love has conquered sin, death, 
and the power of evil—and continues to abide in my heart 
all my days. 

In response to this miraculous story, you and I can rejoice 
that our names are written in the Book of Life. Our stories 
have a happy ending: an eternity of joy with our Savior! And 
there is no limit to the praises we could sing or times we 
could tell of our love story so divine!   
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My song is love unknown,  
    my Savior’s love to me, 
love to the loveless shown  
    that they might lovely be. 
Oh, who am I,  
    that for my sake 
    my Lord should take  
frail flesh and die? 
 
He came from his blest throne 
    salvation to bestow; 
but men made strange, and none 
    the longed-for Christ would know! 
But, oh, my friend, 
    my friend indeed, 
    who at my need 
his life did spend! 
 
Sometimes they strew his way 
    and his sweet praises sing, 
resounding all the day 
    Hosannas to their King. 
Then “Crucify!” 
    is all their breath, 
    and for his death 
they thirst and cry. 
 
Why? What hath my Lord done? 
    What makes this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run, 
    he gave the blind their sight. 
Sweet injuries! 
    Yet they at these 
    themselves displease 
and ‘gainst him rise. 
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They rise and needs will have 
    my dear Lord made away. 
A murderer they save, 
    the Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet cheerful he 
    to suff’ring goes 
    that he his foes 
from thence might free. 
 
In life, no house, no home 
    my Lord on earth might have; 
in death, no friendly tomb, 
    but what a stranger gave. 
What may I say? 
    Heav’n was his home 
    but mine the tomb 
wherein he lay. 
 
Here might I stay and sing 
    no story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, 
    never was grief like thine. 
This is my friend, 
    in whose sweet praise 
    I all my days 
could gladly spend!  
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Your Story and the Story of Jesus 
The Bible provides many glimpses of Christ’s love for us: 
his humble birth into our frail flesh, his selfless journey to 
the cross, his cheerful suffering on Good Friday, his 
glorious resurrection, and many more. From Genesis to 
today, Love has been alive and harmonizing our story with 
his divine plan. 

Use the prompts on the next page to reflect on the pivotal 
ways Jesus has demonstrated “love unknown” in your life. 

Then draw your own illustration in the heart below to tell 
how Christ has impacted your personal life story. 
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How did Jesus show His love during a time of change 
or rebirth in your life? 

 

When you recall a time of pain or trial, 
 how was Christ’s love evident to you? 

 

How has the love of Jesus restored joy to your life? 

 

Friends and strangers are part of our stories. Share how 
someone has embodied Christ’s love to you. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This bonus chapter of When from Death I’m Free: A Hymn 
Journal for Holy Week © 2020 Next Step Press is a gift from 
the author Alli Bauck and from the Next Step Community for 

your personal discipleship use. For all other inquiries, 
comments, or permissions, please email 

innovation@findmynextstep.org. 
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Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from The Holy Bible, New 
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Other hymn journals from Next Step Press include: 

Ponder Anew: A Hymn Journal of Trust and Confidence  
and 

Light in the Darkness: A Hymn Journal for Advent & Christmas. 

 

Read more from Alli Bauck on the Next Step Community blog 
of in the anthology Be Still and Notice: Tales from the Next 

Step Community, Year 2. 

For more information on any of these resources or to become a 
Next Step Patron, visit www.findmynextstep.org. 

 

 

 

We help you take a next step. 


